
Workshop 1 Saturday 12th September 9am – 11am 
 
 
Facilitator – David Colville (NPSG) 
Mark Bristow – Neighbourhood Plan Officer – Mid Sussex District Council present for end of 
discussion. 
 
Members of public present; 5 
 
Q.  What sort of houses will be built on St Stephens? 
A. We can put policies in place that request that a certain percentage of different dwellings are built.  
 
Q. Concerns about the access and increase in traffic with regard to St Stephens. 
A. Highways have given guidance that it is not a yes or a no with regard to access and we suspect this 
will be dependent on number of dwellings etc.  We do not have to go with the 20 dwellings stated. 
 
Q. Asked if landowners would be prepared to invest a bit of money now have plans drawn up 
indicating number of dwellings etc.  Would be useful going forward and help with a decision. 
A. This could be a possibility.  Would need to check with the landowners if they are willing to do this. 
 
Q. Concerns about the inclusion of St Stephens when it was initially turned down.   
A. Mid Sussex recorded in January they formally applied for planning permission so this was 
included.  
 
Q. Clarification wanted on the change of members in the steering group and how this decision was 
made.  There was some discussion amongst the group regarding previous steering group minutes 
and discrepancies/confusion regarding what was said.  
A. Confirmed that non Parish Councillors were not allowed to sit on the committee which resulted in 
a couple of members of the committee having to step  
 
Q. How many dwellings are required in total? 
A. 126 is a number stated by Mid Sussex but this is not set in stone and we need a plan to indicate 
if/why a smaller number is required.  Other separate developments taking place within the Parish 
count towards the total number and can be counted as windfalls.  Ie. Ravenswood and Abbeyfield. 
 
Q. It was queried if the school was capable of supporting the extra numbers of places required if 
affordable housing was built and if these houses went to families with young children. 
A. Not answered by David Colville.  Peter Watling indicated that the school had a capacity for up to 
150 children and the current intake was 120. 
 
Q. Why are we looking to cram houses into the village, why not build on outskirts ie. Sugar Lane 
sites.  Why are these sites no longer included. 
Some discussion between members of public.  Peter Watling indicated that the reasons on the 
leaflet distributed by the steering group are not correct.   
A. The three sites in question, ie. Front field, Land to North of Farm buildings and Sugar Lane Field 
were reassessed by Mid Sussex District Council and were deemed unsustainable which is why they 
were removed from the Neighbourhood Plan.  There is new sustainability criteria which is due to go 
up onto the website this week.  
 
Q. Is Constance Wood Field subject to a covenant?  It is thought that a lady called Constance Wood 
donated the field to the Parish council for use as a recreation ground. 



A. Mark Bristow from Mid Sussex informed the group that Constance Wood was actually sold to Mid 
Sussex in 1953 for housing and was not donated as thought. 
 
Key Points 
Access and traffic a major concern for all the sites discussed 
Confirmation of sustainability criteria would be appreciated 
Concerns over change of steering group and councillors interests  
Jefferies Farm sites to be included in plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


