
 
 

MEETING NOTES MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

& HIGH WEALD AONB UNIT 

14/10/16 

Attendees: 

 Claire Tester (MSDC) 

 Chris Bowden (TNP) 

 Emer Costello (TNP) 

Overview 

 Troy Navigus Partnership (TNP) are going to make our recommendation on how to address 

the Pre-Submission Consultation to Horsted Keynes Parish Council (HKPC) at a public meeting 

on 22nd November.  

MSDC Local Plan/HEDNA Update/Medieval field pattern 

 The Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) Local Plan has been submitted.  Hearing sessions are 

planned in November. There is nothing to require an alteration of the Horsted Keynes 

Nieghbourhood Plan (HKNP) timetable. Noted HKPC have provided their representation to the 

MSDC Local Plan (LP). 

 The draft MSDC Housing and Employment Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA), March 

2015, set out that the Objectively Assessed Housing Need (OAHN) for the District is 11,162 

new homes up to 2031. The draft OAN for Horsted Keynes Parish is an average of 120 new 

homes over the same period. The draft HEDNA has not been revised. There have been July 

household projections. They have not formally amended the HEDNA figures.  

 High Weald AONB Unit have undertaken as study which looks at the medieval history of the 

countryside. Valuable historic patterns of the land in areas (pre-1500AD) are set out in the 

document and this should be factored in to site assessment work. This will be sent to TNP.  

HKNP Housing Numbers 

Lessons learned from other Neighbourhood Plans Examination 

 Antsy and Staplefield NP & East Grinstead were both examined by Deborah McCann.  The 

approach to the significance of the HEDNA figures is quite ridged. There is an alternative view 

that the HEDNA housing figures are not targets that the PC are required to meet but rather 

are indicative. The DMC approach is very much that is the HEDNA is a target and 

Neighbourhood Forums have to address in their NP.  

 The DMC approach to the emerging LP is that it cannot be sited directly in the NP as it has yet 

to be adopted. However, the draft housing numbers in an emerging LP do have considerable 

weight.  

 There is an alternative view that in one hand you are removing reference to the emerging 

OAN in the NP and at the same time one is using the draft OAN as a basis to say that the NP 

does not meet the basic conditions.   

 There was a large planning permission for housing not taken into account in the Examination. 



 
 The Examiners position is to change the housing criteria based policy so that it is more 

supportive of growth.   

 

 

 

 

 

MSDC Position at Horsted Keynes Emerging Neighbourhood Plan  

 Land of Suger Lane (Jeffreys Farm sites): Historically likely to be common land. Less of a 

historical interest in terms of the High Weald Unit AONB medieval land study. There is a 

question on whether there could be an increase in density as the main mechanism to up the 

KHNP housing figures. 

 Dowsett Mayhew have provided a masterplan on how they could achieve a higher density but 

they have not addressed the highway issue. More information could be requested form DM 

on this.  

 Access through Jeffreys Farm Field through land with a restrictive covenant is a key issue. TNP 

to speak to Highways.  

 

 

 Birch Grove Road: MSDC have concerns about the suitability of this site. It is linear 

development along the road. Assess the site may be problematic. The proposal may not be 

aligned aligned High Weald AONB Unit study on the medieval patterns of land. It should be 

assessed by TNP for the evidence base to demonstrate it has been considered.  

 

 Westall House: There has been a pre-application discussions proposing a net addition of 22 

units instead of the 14. Only 8 of these units would be classed as dwellings, the remainder 

being care bedrooms. This is a reduction of 6 units compared with the Reg. 14 HKNP. Update 

in light of the housing figures and departure from Policy HK20. Not considered such a 

significant change that you would have to re-consult on it.  

 

 Ravenswood Existing Permission: There is an existing permission granted for 12 units. 

Currently in Reg.14 HKNP in housing supply. Questions on whether this site is going to come 

forward. It has been over two years now and it has not been implemented.  

 

The HKNP position on numbers 

 MSDC is not going to change its view on flexibility around the housing figures. MSDC will flag 

risks in light of the view the Examiner DMC rather than change the MSDC position on growth.  

 HKPC also may wish to consider a criteria based policy so not being seen to be restrictive of 

development.  

 



 
Vision and Objectives  

 The vision and objectives may need to be updated given that the Reg. 14 HKNP does not 

deliver many new homes & affordable housing. Changes here could be considered significant 

and given the stage of the plan this is difficult.  

Next steps   

 TNP to get a view from Highways to support the recommendation to HKPC.  

 Contact DM site promoters for Land off Sugar Lane for more information on how they address 

the Highways issues.  

 TNP to assess Birch Grove.  

 TNP to update assessment work in light of High Weald AONB Unit Historic Characterisation 

Study. 

 22nd November HKPC Public meeting.  

 

 


