
 

 

 
An Outstanding Medieval Landscape 

www.highweald.org 
 

 
 

High Weald AONB Advice on  
Horsted Keynes SHELAA Sites 

 

 

Produced by: High Weald AONB Unit 
October 2018 
 
 
 

 

 



 

2 

 

The High Weald AONB 
 
The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is one of the best surviving medieval landscapes in 
northern Europe. The components of the High Weald’s natural beauty that make it recognisably distinct are: 
  
  Geology, landform, water systems and climate: deeply incised, ridged and faulted landform of clays and 

sandstone from which spring numerous gill streams. 
  
 Settlement: dispersed historic settlements of farmsteads and hamlets and late medieval villages. 
  
 Routeways: ancient routeways often narrow, deeply sunken, and edged with trees, hedges, wildflower-rich 

verges and boundary banks. 
  

  Woodland: a great extent of ancient woods, gills, and shaws in small holdings 
  

  Field and heath : small, irregularly shaped and productive fields often bounded by, and forming a mosaic 
with, hedgerows and small woodlands 

  
The High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) is a partnership established in 1991 of 15 local 
authorities, Defra, Natural England and organisations representing farming, woodland, access and community 
interests. The JAC is responsible for publishing and monitoring the statutory AONB Management Plan.  
 
The JAC is supported by a small, dedicated staff team, the High Weald AONB Unit, which develops understanding 
of the High Weald’s key components - their history, development, distribution, special qualities, deterioration, 
damage and loss - to provide an evidence base for the AONB Management Plan and related policy and guidance. 
 
This guidance is based on that understanding and aims to help everybody conserve and enhance one of England’s 
finest landscapes.   
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
The High Weald AONB Unit  
Woodland Enterprise 
Centre 
Hastings Road 
Flimwell 
East Sussex TN5 7PR 

 
T: 01580 879500  
E: info@highweald.org 
Web: www.highweald.org 
 The views expressed in this report are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the High Weald Partnership.  

 



 

3 

 

Contents 
 
 

Introduction 

Horsted Keynes SHELAA Sites 

 Table of Assessments 

 Map of AONB Components 

 Map of Field Systems 

Metadata 

 



 

4 

 

Introduction 
 

Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood Plan 
  
The Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood Plan was 
submitted to Mid Sussex District Council in 
December 2017.  In June 2018 the Examiner 
held an exploratory conference call following 
which the Parish Council decided to withdraw 
the Plan from Examination to allow further 
work to be undertaken to address the matters 
raised.  This includes undertaking site 
assessment of all the sites submitted to the 
Parish Council or Mid Sussex District Council. 
 

As part of this work, the Parish Council has 
sought the advice of the High Weald AONB Unit 
on these sites. 
 

 
The High Weald AONB Unit Advice 
 

The advice from the High Weald AONB Unit 
takes the form of an assessment of each site 
against the five landscape components 
identified on the High Weald AONB 
Management Plan.  These are: 

 Geology, landform, water systems and 
climate (topography and watercourses) 

 Settlement (historic settlement pattern 
and scale of development relative to 
settlement) 

 Routeways (impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and archaeology) 

 Woodland (on site and adjacent 
woodland and ancient woodland 
including downstream) 

 Field and heath (field systems and 
meadows / heathland data 

 

The sites are also assessed against the 
Management Plan’s objectives for Public 
Understanding and Enjoyment, including  
views (where known), enjoyment of public 
rights of way and public open space. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
An overall conclusion is provided as follows: 
• High impact on the AONB 
• Moderate impact on the AONB or 
• Low impact on the AONB. 
 

This is a desktop assessment based on the 
AONB Unit’s datasets (see metadata overleaf) 
and will need to be supplemented by on-site 
evidence about visual impact.  It should also be 
noted that there will be other planning 
considerations which may affect the overall 
rating for sites. 
 

Finally, the site assessments in this report 
reflect the professional views of the AONB 
Unit’s Planning Advisor on the potential 
impacts on the High Weald landscape.  They are 
not necessarily the views of the High Weald 
AONB Joint Advisory Committee.  
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SHELAA Reference 68  Farm buildings, Jeffreys Farm, Horsted Keynes 18 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Reasonably flat farmyard of mainly modern buildings.  No watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Originally farm buildings for historic farmstead Jeffreys Farm.  Separated from main village by farmland and Sugar Lane. 
Design of development would need to reflect farmstead model rather than sub-urban layout.   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Sugar Lane is a historic routeway. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to site but mature trees on boundaries and within site. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Not classified as a field in the Historic Landscape Characterisation. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Secluded site with limited public views. 

Conclusion Low impact on AONB provided the design of the development reflects a farmstead model. 
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SHELAA Reference 184  Land south of St. Stephens Church, Hamsland, Horsted Keynes 30 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Reasonably flat site but high.  No watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Immediately to south of modern development in Hamsland. Reasonably well-related to village depending on design. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Hamsland follows the route of a historic PROW. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to site but mature trees on boundaries and within site. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system according to HLC, but not intact due to church and development inserted along 
Hamsland. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Some limited views from Hamsland. 

Conclusion Low impact on AONB. 
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SHELAA Reference 216  Land at Police House Field, Birch Grove Road/Danehill Lane, Horsted Keynes 10 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Reasonably flat site but high.  No watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Adjacent to a row of houses of varying ages.  Reasonably well-related to village depending on design, which should be 
linear in character with existing development.  This could reduce capacity. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Birchgrove Road and Danehill Lane are both historic routeways. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No Ancient Woodland on or adjacent to site but there is a small copse around the junction of routeways which probably 
marks the original wider junction for driving stock. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system according to HLC, albeit not intact due to development inserted along Birchgrove Road. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Some limited views from Birchgrove Road, Danehill Lane screened by trees. 

Conclusion Moderate impact on AONB due to potential impact on historic routeway junction and difficulty of accommodating 10 
units in a linear way.  A lower number of units could reduce the impact. 
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SHELAA Reference 748  The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Horsted Keynes 40 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

High and quite steep site currently forming grounds to the Old Rectory.  Pond mapped to west of Old Rectory with 
springs feeding into it. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Part of the Saxon settlement around the Church and original location of the Manor House (now occupied by the 
school).  Whilst conversion of the house to smaller apartments and conversion of existing outbuildings may be 
appropriate, building in the grounds of the house would detract from the setting of the Church and this original part of 
the village.  

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Church Lane is a historic routeway. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to site but mature trees on boundaries and within site. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Post medieval field system due to alterations connected with creating the grounds of the 18th century Rectory. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Site is very visible from Church Lane and the Church itself and forms part of the gap between the Saxon and later 
medieval village.  Its development would detract from the public enjoyment of this historic landscape. 

Conclusion High impact on the AONB due to damage to the settlement pattern of a Saxon village around the Church and a later 
medieval village around the intersecting routeways and commons to the south.  Conversion of existing buildings would 
have low impact on the AONB. 
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SHELAA 780  Land at Jeffery's Farm, Sugar Lane, Horsted Keynes 80 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Undulating fields around and including farmyard (site 68).  No watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Jeffreys Farm is a historic farmstead separated from the village by Sugar Lane.  The western side of the lane is 
characterised by dispersed settlement and development of this site would be uncharacteristic of this area.  The scale of 
development is significant for the size of the village. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Sugar Lane and Keysford Lane are historic routeways. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

There is an area of Ancient Woodland to the south-west of the site and mature trees on field boundaries and within the 
site.  There is a dense screen of trees alongside Sugar Lane and at the junction with Keysford Lane which probably 
marks the original wider junction for driving stock. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Partly medieval and partly post-medieval field system, the latter due to more recent field amalgamations.  Given the 
probable age of Jeffreys Farmhouse it is likely that the whole farmstead is medieval in origin. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Very limited views into the site from routeways due to mature hedgerows and trees. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to loss of medieval fields and development out of scale and character with the settlement 
pattern of Horsted Keynes. 
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SHELAA Reference 781 Land to the south of Robyns Barn, Birchgrove Road, Horsted Keynes 45 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Reasonably flat site with a pond to the south. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Separated from the village by Danehill Lane in an area of open countryside with occasional farmsteads and a large 
home for older people to the north-east.  Danehill Lane forms a strong boundary to the village and development 
beyond it would be uncharacteristic of the settlement pattern. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Birchgrove Road and Danehill Lane are historic routeways. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to the site but some mature trees in field boundaries. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Site can be viewed from adjacent routeways, especially from the junction of Birchgrove Road and Danehill Lane. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to loss of medieval fields and development out of character with the settlement pattern of 
Horsted Keynes. 
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SHELAA Reference 807  Land South of The Old Police House, Birchgrove Road, Horsted Keynes 40 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Slightly sloping to south, no watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Site comprises two fields to the south of row of houses along Birchgrove Road.  The northerly field is better related to 
the settlement than the southerly one.  Access via Birchgrove Road (via site 216) would be needed to integrate with the 
village.  Access onto Danehill Lane would make development too isolated and separate from existing village core. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Birchgrove Road and Danehill Lane are historic routeways. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to the site but some mature trees in field boundaries. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Limited view of site from Danehill Lane access. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to loss of medieval fields and development too isolated and separate from existing village 
core uncharacteristic of its settlement pattern.  If access available from Birchgrove Road and development restricted to 
northern field, impact would be moderate. 
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SHELAA Reference 893  Land west of Church Lane, Horsted Keynes 38 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Very steep site sloping down to north boundary.  Pond in north-east corner. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Part of the gap between the Saxon settlement around the Church and original location of the Manor House (now 
occupied by the school)and the later medieval village around the intersecting routeways and commons to the south .   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Church Lane is a historic routeway.  A historic PROW runs along the north boundary. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on the site but Ancient Woodland to the east and downstream from the pond. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Post medieval field system due to amalgamation of smaller fields. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Site is very visible from the PROW.  Its development would detract from the public enjoyment of this historic landscape. 

Conclusion High impact on the AONB due to damage to the settlement pattern of a Saxon village around the Church and a later 
medieval village around the intersecting routeways and commons to the south.   
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SHELAA Reference 945  Lucas Farm, Birch Grove Road, Horsted Keynes – Revised Access October 2018 30 units 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Reasonable flat field with no watercourses mapped. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Field located behind Lucas Farm and small cul-de-sac known as Lucas.  Access would be through field to the south-east 
onto Birch Grove Road.  Poor integration with the village due to indirect access and location of access point outside of 
the main settlement area. 

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Partly historic PROW runs through site. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

No woodland on or adjacent to site but mature trees in field boundaries. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Site and access field are part of a medieval field system. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Will be viewed from PROW so there will be loss of public enjoyment of the AONB. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to loss of and damage to medieval fields, development difficult to integrate into village due 
to lack of direct road access, location of access point outside of the main settlement area and loss of public enjoyment 
of the countryside setting of the PROW. 
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SHELAA Reference 67  Castle Field, Cinder Hill Lane ? 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Sloping down to the stream to the north west. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Separated from the village by Ludwell Grange and open countryside.  Development in this location would be 
uncharacteristic of the settlement pattern.   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Waterbury Hill is a historic routeway which becomes more sunken near the stream crossing. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

Ancient Woodland (gill woodland) to the north west. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Post medieval field system.  Part of a larger field with no existing boundary to the north east. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Mature hedgerows and sunken nature of Waterbury Hill screen views of the site from the road. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to location of site separated from the village and potential impact on ancient (gill) woodland. 
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SHELAA Reference 837 Land at Little Oddynes Farm, Waterbury Hill ? 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

Sloping down to the stream to the north west. Pond to the south east of site associated with Ludwell Farm. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Ludwell Grange, a medieval farmstead, is located to the south east of the site.  Separated from the village by Ludwell 
Grange and open countryside.  Development in this location would be uncharacteristic of the settlement pattern.   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Waterbury Hill is a historic routeway which becomes more sunken near the stream crossing. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

Gill woodland to the north west and other woodland along the south and south east boundaries. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system.  Mature hedgerows and sunken nature of Waterbury Hill screen views of the site from 
the road. 

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Mature hedgerows and sunken nature of Waterbury Hill screen views of the site from the road. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to location of site separated from the village, loss of medieval field system and potential 
impact on woodland. 
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SHELAA Reference 663 Field 1, Ludwell Grange, Keysford Lane ? 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

High site, sloping gently to the north west. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Ludwell Grange, a medieval farmstead, is located to the south west of the site.  Separated from the village by Ludwell 
Grange and open countryside.  Development in this location would be uncharacteristic of the settlement pattern.   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Keysford Lane is a historic routeway. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

Woodland on the north east and north west boundaries. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system.   

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Open views of site from Keysford Lane. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to location of site separated from the village, loss of medieval field system and potential 
impact on woodland and loss of public enjoyment of views from Keysford Lane. 
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SHELAA Reference 664 Field 2, Ludwell Grange, Keysford Lane ? 

Geology, landform, water 
systems and climate 
Topography and watercourses 

High site, sloping gently to the north west. 

Settlement 
Historic settlement pattern and 
scale of development relative to 
settlement 

Separated from the village by Ludwell Grange and open countryside.  Development in this location would be 
uncharacteristic of the settlement pattern.   

Routeways 
Impact on adjacent historic 
routeways, ecology and 
archaeology 

Keysford Lane is a historic routeway. 

Woodland 
On site and adjacent woodland 
and ancient woodland including 
downstream 

Woodland, including ancient woodland, on the north west boundary. 

Field and heath 
Field systems and meadows / 
heathland data 

Part of a medieval field system.   

Public Understanding and 
Enjoyment 
Views, PROWs, public open space 

Open views of site from Keysford Lane. 

Conclusion High impact on AONB due to location of site separated from the village, loss of medieval field system and potential 
impact on woodland and loss of public enjoyment of views from Keysford Lane. 

 







High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

GIS character component data 

 

 

NB: It should be noted that these data are not a comprehensive inventory – or a complete record – of 

the most valuable features in the AONB; rather they should be treated as indicative and based on 

currently available information. These data are therefore provisional and may be subject to update 

or change without notice. They are intended to be used as an alert to the potential presence of 

significant features in the landscape.  

 

metadata: ancient woodland 
 

Our woodland data 

Woodland, and particularly ancient woodland, is an integral part of the High Weald landscape. 

Ancient woodland – defined as land that has been continuously wooded since 1600 AD – is 

estimated to cover 27,276ha, or 19%, of the entire AONB. By comparison the national average is just 

2.68%. Of this total area, around 67% is thought to be Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, with the 

remaining 33% constituting Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites. Our ancient woodland data 

describes the geographic extent, location, density, distribution and pattern of ancient woodland 

across the High Weald AONB.  

For more information on the history, management and ecological value of ancient woodland in the 

High Weald, have a look at The Woodland Story. 

How it was created 

Our ancient woodland data is a subset of the Natural England’s National Ancient Woodland 

Inventory (for more information on this data and to download a complete copy, visit Natural 

England’s GIS boundary datasets page). The data itself was created using a peer reviewed method 

that involved a combination of checking for the presence or absence of woods on historic maps (a 

method often referred to as “map regression”), botanical surveys of plants indicative of ancient 

woodland (known as ancient woodland indicator species), examination of aerial photography, and 

by gathering information about the wood's name, shape, internal boundaries, and location relative 

to other features.  

Historic maps used for this comparison include the Ordnance Surveyors Draft (OSD), which dates 

from c.1800, the parish tithe maps, and the OS Landmark Epoch series, which dates from between 

1843 to 1893, depending on the location.  The resulting dataset illustrates the distribution and 

pattern of ancient woodland across the AONB. 



How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

For more information on the Ancient Woodland Inventory data and to download a complete copy, 

visit: http://www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/tech_aw.htm 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a wide range of information and guidance on woodland management, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/woodland-

1.html?limit=20&limitstart=0 & http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management/woodland.html. For general woodland management advice the following documents 

are of particular relevance: the “High Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on woodlands, the “Woodland in 

the Weald” habitat leaflet, the Forestry Commission’s “So, you own a woodland?” guide, and the 

Woodland Trust’s “Ancient Woods: A guide for woodland owners and managers”.   

Also of relevance is the report “Eco-camping in the High Weald AONB: A review of the potential 

environmental impacts and recommendations for future development” which can be downloaded 

from the evidence section of our publications library: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/uk-landscape-research-reports.html 

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, ancient woodlands – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: historic field boundaries 
 

Our historic field boundaries data 

Historic field boundaries – a term that refers to field boundaries that have been in existence since 

before the 20
th

 century – are an integral part of the High Weald landscape. Our historic field 

boundaries data allows these features, or character components, to be mapped across the High 

Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Our data is not, however, an inventory of original boundaries. It is a record of current boundaries 

that appear to have survived unchanged since the baseline historic map source (i.e. between 1843 

and 1893).  This approach has identified about 16,000 field boundaries that match the historic 

record, approximately 36% of the total number of fields analysed. 

For more information on the history and origin of historic field boundaries in the High Weald, have a 

look at The Field and Heath Story. 

How it was created 

Our historic field boundaries data was developed by comparing modern Ordnance Survey “Master 

Map” data with boundaries marked on historic maps to determine the presence or absence of these 

features in today’s landscape – a process known as “map regression”.  

The historic maps used for this comparison were the OS Landmark Epoch 1 and 2 County Series 

maps, which date from between 1843 to 1893 (depending on the location).  The resulting dataset 

illustrates the distribution and pattern of pre-20
th

 century field boundaries across the AONB based 

on currently available information.  

It should be noted that this dataset is provisional and will likely evolve as research brings new 

information to light.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to historic field boundaries in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-field-and-heath-story.html  



For information and guidance on hedgerow/historic field boundary management, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/grassland.html. Of 

particular relevance is the “High Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on hedgerows and the “Hedges in the 

High Weald” habitat leaflet. 

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, historic field boundaries – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: heathland  
 

Our heathland data 

Heathland is a valuable habitat and an integral part of the High Weald landscape. Our heathland 

data allows this feature, or character component, to be mapped across the High Weald Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Our data is not, however, a comprehensive inventory. Nor is it a record of the most valuable 

heathlands in the High Weald. Rather it should be treated as indicative, providing an initial 

representation of the distribution, density and pattern of heathland across the landscape of the High 

Weald.    

For more information on the history and origin of heathland in the High Weald, have a look at The 

Field and Heath Story. 

How it was created 

Our heathland dataset was created as part of the Conserving the Weald’s Heathland Heart project 

(also known as the Weald Heathland Initiative), which ran from 2000 to 2006. During the course of 

this project areas of heathland were digitised – principally using polygons from the Ordnance 

Survey’s Master Map data – where the project was actively engaged with landowners or other 

organisations (such as the Forestry Commission, the RSPB, Ashdown Forest etc.) in providing advice, 

guidance, or grants for restoration work. Areas of heathland were also digitised where remnant 

heathland was identified using historic map evidence and ground-truthing and aerial photo 

interpretation. 

These data should be treated as provisional, as the extent and condition of heathland can change 

relatively rapidly if a cessation or change in management occurs.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to heathland in the High Weald, visit: http://www.highweald.org/learn-

about/landscape-stories/the-field-and-heath-story.html  



For a general introduction to heaths and fields in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-field-and-heath-story.html  

For information and guidance on heathland management, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance.html. Of particular 

relevance is the “High Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on heathland and the “Heathlands in the High 

Weald” habitat leaflet. 

For more in depth information specifically relating to the interface between heathland and 

woodland (i.e. wooded heaths), see the “Wooded Heaths in the High Weald: A research project to 

further the understanding of the ecology and management of the woodland / heathland mosaic” 

report available from the evidence section of our publications library: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/uk-landscape-research-

reports.html?limit=20&limitstart=20  

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, heathland – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: wildflower grassland   
 

Our wildflower grassland data 

Wildflower grassland is a valuable and increasingly rare habitat and an integral part of the High 

Weald landscape. Our wildflower grassland data allows this features, or character component, to be 

mapped across the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Our data is not, however, a comprehensive inventory. Nor is it a record of the most valuable 

grasslands in the High Weald. Rather it should be treated as indicative, providing an initial 

representation of the distribution, density and pattern of wildflower grassland across the landscape 

of the High Weald.    

For more information on the history and importance of wildflower grassland in the High Weald, have 

a look at The Field and Heath Story. 

How it was created 

Our wildflower grassland dataset was created as part of the Weald Meadows Initiative, which ran 

from 1996 to 2010. During the course of this project fields were digitised – principally using polygons 

from Ordnance Survey Master Map data – where the project was actively engaged with the 

landowner, providing advice, guidance, grants, harvesting re-seeding etc. The wildflower grasslands 

identified may include a combination of unimproved and semi-improved grassland  

These data should be treated as provisional, as the extent and condition of wildflower grassland can 

change relatively rapidly if a cessation or change in management occurs.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to wildflower grassland in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-field-and-heath-story.html  

For a general introduction to heaths and fields in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-field-and-heath-story.html  



For information and guidance on grassland and wildflower meadow management and creation – for 

land owners and managers – visit: http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-

management-guidance/grassland.html. Of particular relevance is the “High Weald Land Manager’s 

Pack” on meadow grassland, the “Wildflower grasslands in the High Weald” habitat leaflet and the 

various “Information Sheets” on meadow management and creation. 

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, grassland – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: water  
 

Our water data 

The High Weald’s water systems – encompassing ponds, openwater (bodies of water larger than 

ponds but which are not reservoirs), reservoirs, and watercourses – are an integral part of the High 

Weald landscape. Our water data allows these features – or character components – to be mapped 

across the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  

How it was created 

Our water data was created by extracting all the water-related features from the Ordnance Survey’s 

Master Map data that fell within the High Weald AONB boundary. The resulting dataset describes 

the geographic extent, location, density, distribution and pattern of these features across the area.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to landform in the High Weald – which touches on gill watercourses – 

visit: http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-landform-story.html  

For information and guidance on management around rivers, wetlands and ponds, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/ponds-a-

wetlands.html. Of particular relevance is the “High Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on rivers, the “High 

Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on pond management and the “Ponds in the Weald” habitat leaflet. 

For information on how the rivers in the AONB might be best managed in the future to sustain and 

enhance their natural physical characteristics, see the “High Weald AONB Integrated Catchment 

Management & River Restoration Study” available from: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/uk-landscape-research-reports.html  

For information on the significance of ponds in the High Weald landscape, as well as 

recommendations for achieving biodiversity gains, see “The national context for the conservation of 

ponds in the High Weald AONB, with a particular focus on the Brede River Catchment” report, which 

is available from the evidence section of our publications library: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/uk-landscape-research-reports.html 



For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, rivers, wetlands and ponds – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: geology  
 

Our geology data 

The High Weald’s geology data – encompassing the area’s distinctive sandstone outcrops as well as 

bedrock geology – is an integral part of the High Weald landscape; indeed, geology arguably 

represents the most fundamental component of the landscape and the basis for all other 

components. Our geology data allows these features, or character components, to be mapped 

across the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  

How it was created 

Our ponds, rivers and reservoirs data was created by extracting water-related features within the 

High Weald AONB boundary from the Ordnance Survey’s Master Map data. The resulting dataset 

describes the geographic extent, location, density, distribution and pattern of these features across 

the area.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to landform and geology in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-landform-story.html  

For information and guidance on the management of sandstone geology and outcrops visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance.html. Of particular 

relevance is the “High Weald Land Manager’s Pack” on sandrock and the “Sandrock in the High 

Weald” habitat leaflet. 

For more general information on the value, uses and history of sandstone outcrops – as well as some 

of the threats they face and advice on interdisciplinary approaches to their management and 

conservation – see “The High Weald Sandstone Project” report and the “Geology and 

Geomorphology of the High Weald” report, which are available from the evidence section of our 

publications library: http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/uk-landscape-research-

reports.html:  



The Strategic Stone Study provides information to help stone masons source appropriate local stone 

for historic renovations: 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsUK/buildingStones/StrategicStoneStudy/EH_project.html 

See also the English Heritage publication “Identifying and Sourcing Stone for Historic Building 

Repair” (visit: https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/identifying-and-

sourcing-stone-for-historic-building-repair/), which recommends criteria and processes for sourcing 

replacement stone, including: 

� evaluation of existing stonework 

� sampling and identification 

� examination and analysis 

� criteria for selecting replacement stone 

� sources of stone 

� obtaining stone for repair 

 

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, sandstone outcrops – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: historic routeways 
 

Our historic routeways data 

Historic routeways – a term that encompasses a variety of old communication routes – are an 

integral part of the High Weald landscape and are often still visible in the landscape today, with 

many remaining in use as roads, tracks and paths. Our routeways data attempts to capture this 

historic network, creating a spatial dataset that describes the geographic extent, location, density, 

distribution and pattern of historic routeways across the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty.  

For more information on the history and origin of routeways in the High Weald, have a look at The 

Routeways Story. 

How it was created 

Our historic routeways data was developed by comparing modern Ordnance Survey road data with 

communication routes marked on historic maps to determine the presence or absence of routeways 

in today’s landscape – a process known as “map regression”.  

Historic maps used for this comparison with modern roads were the Ordnance Surveyors Draft 

(OSD), which dates from c.1800, and the OS Landmark Epoch series, which dates from between 1843 

to 1893 (depending on the location).  The resulting dataset illustrates the pattern of historic 

communication routes across the AONB based on currently available information. It should be noted 

that this dataset is provisional and will likely evolve as research brings new information to light.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to historic routeways in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-routeways-story.html  

To download “High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: Historic Routeways Survey Pack”, 

visit: http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-

guidance/routeways.html 



For general land management advice, visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, historic routeways – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



metadata: settlement 
 

Our settlement data 

The High Weald’s settlements – encompassing towns, villages and isolated farmsteads – are an 

integral part of the High Weald landscape. Our settlement data allows these features – or character 

components – to be mapped across the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

How it was created 

Our settlement data was developed by comparing modern Ordnance Survey with a range of historic 

maps to determine the presence, absence and form of historic farmsteads in today’s landscape, as 

well as characterise the stages of development of a number High Weald settlements. This method of 

comparing modern and historic maps in order to determine change or locate historic features is 

known as “map regression”.  

Historic maps used for this comparison with modern roads were the Ordnance Surveyors Draft 

(OSD), which dates from c.1800, and the OS Landmark Epoch series, which dates from between 1843 

to 1893 (depending on the location).  The resulting dataset illustrates the pattern of historic 

communication routes across the AONB based on currently available information. It should be noted 

that this dataset is provisional and will likely evolve as research brings new information to light.  

How it’s used 

These data help spatially represent the High Weald’s natural beauty and landscape character, 

providing an “alert layer” in our GIS system that can highlights the presence of potentially important 

features in the AONB. In doing so these data help support the objectives laid out in the High Weald 

AONB Management Plan and should be used in combination with this document.  

 

Learn more 

To learn more about how these features – or character components – were identified please see the 

report “The Making of the High Weald”: http://www.highweald.org/420-home/research-reports/88-

making-of-the-high-weald.html 

For a general introduction to the history of settlement in the High Weald, visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/learn-about/landscape-stories/the-settlement-story.html  

For information and guidance on historic farmsteads, visit 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/historic-

farmsteads.html, where you can download the “Kent Farmsteads Guidance” and associated 

documents. The “Kent Farmsteads Guidance” aims to inform and achieve the sustainable 

development of farmsteads, including their conservation and enhancement.  

Also of relevance is the “Historic Farmsteads & Landscape Character in the High Weald AONB” 

report (http://www.highweald.org/about-the-high-weald-unit/our-role/420-home/research-



reports/475-historic-farmstead-character.html) and the “Historic Farmsteads & Landscape Character 

in West Sussex” report (http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/1038-historic-

farmsteads-and-landscape-character-in-west-sussex/file.html). 

For general land management advice visit: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/land-

management.html  

For a range of publications and report relating the landscape of the High Weald AONB – some of 

which relate to, or touch upon, historic farmsteads – visit: 

http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications.html    

 

 



 

 

Metadata: field systems 
 
The field systems data 
 

The field systems data is taken from the Sussex Historic Landscape Characterisation (2010), which is 
one of several heritage tools which combine to form the East and West Sussex Historic Environment 
Records.  Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) is an interpretation of landscape change, 
showing how it has been influenced by both natural and human activities.  
 
How it was created 
 

The Sussex HLC was created by Dr Nicola Bannister as part of a partnership between East and West 
Sussex County Councils and Brighton and Hove Unitary Authority, with part funding by English 
Heritage through their national HLC survey programme. 
 

The technique of Historic Landscape Characterisation is to identify areas or units of land (which 
become the HLC polygons) based on their key historic landscape attributes. These units are assigned 
character types together with their key identifying attributes selected from a linked database and 
the information stored and displayed in a GIS system. HLC types are generic and can occur anywhere 
within the county; however it is the combination of types (frequency, form and association with 
each other) that identifies the general historic character of any given area and enables the 
development of Historic Landscape Character Areas.  
 

The HLC data in the High Weald AONB Unit parish information maps has been simplified to identify 
‘medieval field systems’ and ‘other field systems’.  Whilst the medieval fields are likely to be the 
most intact there may also be historical features in the other field systems.  Examining the full HLC 
and further research / site work may be needed to establish this. 
 
How it’s used 
 

Several points should be borne in mind when using the Sussex HLC and querying the data; 
1. It was a desk-based exercise with no checking in the field. 
2. It is a broad-brush approach to interpreting the landscape, and provides a first step to 

understanding the historic time-depth of any given area. It should be viewed at an 
appropriate scale, such as county, district, parish or estate rather than on an individual field 
by field basis – it sets the landscape context for farms and settlements. 

3. It is a systematic interpretation of the historic aspects of the landscape using key and 
selected historic maps and sources. 

4. As a data-set that incorporates interpretation it is not definitive nor ‘set in stone’ and will in 
the future be modified in the light of new research. 

5. For most applications, the HLC should be used in conjunction with other data sets, and maps 
in order to build up a history of the Sussex landscape or the particular area under 
investigation. 

6. The Sussex HLC should not be regarded just as one or two maps but instead as an infinite 
variety of different layers interpretations dependent on how it is queried or ‘questioned’. 

7. There are some small white areas in the full HLC map which are generally linear areas such 
as roads and railways from the OS Mastermap which were not ‘captured’ as part of the HLC. 

 
Learn more 
 

For more details about the Sussex HLC and how to use it please see 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/landscape-and-environment/sussex-
historic-landscape-characterisation/  

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/landscape-and-environment/sussex-historic-landscape-characterisation/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/landscape-and-environment/sussex-historic-landscape-characterisation/
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