
HK Parish Council 
www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com 

 

Chairman’s Report for the Annual Parish Meeting – 9th April 2019 

I am pleased to report on Horsted Keynes Parish Council’s activities over the 

last year. This report will also be available on the Horsted Keynes Parish Council 

web site at www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com. 

Parish Councillors are all volunteers on the Parish Council and are bound by 

legislation for their rules and regulations, and represent the whole parish, not 

just the village. They supported working groups, represented the Parish at other 

outside bodies, as well as liaised with the electorate, and their work behind the 

scenes has been enormous. 

In January we bade farewell to Councillor Humphreys-Davies - his work and 

travel commitments had increased, and he felt that he could not continue to 

devote the necessary time to fulfil his obligations as a Councillor. Jez brought a 

great deal of enthusiasm and business acumen to our meetings, and his input 

and expertise will be sorely missed. 

The Council continues to meet monthly with additional sub-committees and 

working groups meeting on a regular basis. Attendance at meetings continues 

to be very high. Members of the public are of course able to attend these 

meetings if they wish and are always very welcome. 

Although the Council has certain duties and responsibilities as a part of local 

government, to be successful and make a real difference for the Parish it 

depends on enabling and supporting individuals and local groups to volunteer, 

participate and, ultimately, do things for the benefit of the Parish and its 

community. Volunteers are an essential part of any community, and we 

are fortunate to have many volunteers in a diverse range of activities. 

Each year the Parish Council’s budget includes an allocation for discretionary 

grants to local clubs and organisations. In the past the precept was approved at 

the January meeting, and included an amount for discretionary grants to be 

considered in the July meeting. At their January meeting, Councillors agreed 

that this method required updating. It was agreed that there should be a 

designated item within the budget to support the production of the P&P 

(£1,000) and a contribution to the maintenance of the Churchyard (£750) which 

will be increased annually by the rate of inflation. A second budgetary figure will 

be set aside for one-off projects within the village which meet the donations 

policy criteria - grants will normally only be made to those clubs and 

organisations that provide a benefit to the residents of the Parish – and 

applications will be encouraged in the Summer which will determine the amount 

to include in the following year’s budget. 
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The Parish Council’s workload has continued to be very heavily dominated by 

the Neighbourhood Plan and the refurbishment of the Play Area. 

Our Neighbourhood Plan was submitted (Regulation 16) to Mid Sussex District 

Council in November 2017 and we appointed an Examiner in May 2018. In June 

we had a meeting with the Examiner who notified us that our Plan did not meet 

the Basic Conditions and could not be recommended to proceed to referendum - 

the Plan was withdrawn the following month. 

Work has been underway for several months to update our Plan to comply with 

recent changes in the National Planning Framework Policy (August 2018) and 

the National Planning Policy Guidelines (August 2018), the Mid Sussex’s District 

Plan (adopted in March 2018) and Mid Sussex’s Site Allocations Development 

Plan Document (January 2019). This has been a long and difficult journey, 

beginning with the Village Plan in 2008/2009 and the creation of the Steering 

Group in June 2014. Five years later we are within sight of the finish line! 

If all goes according to plan, your new Council will discuss the updated Plan in 

May, submit our Plan for the 6-week public consultation period in June, and will 

then meet to consider views received in July or August. 

The Parish Council agreed at their Extraordinary Meeting on 31st July to approve 

a quote from Playsafe Ltd to remove the old play area and make good the site 

ready for the installation. The Play Area was closed in early September to 

remove the old Play Area equipment in readiness for the installation of the new 

equipment, which was completed in early October. The new Play Area was 

opened officially on 13th October. Councillor Webster led the work on the 

refurbishment of the Play Area together with members of the committee and 

several volunteers from the community – a big thanks for their tireless 

enthusiasm and time.  

The workload of the Planning Committee’s members never lets up throughout 

the year.  During their monthly meetings, many applications were reviewed 

and, where appropriate, comments on these applications were made to Mid 

Sussex District Council. The Committee seeks to ensure that the views of all 

interested parties are heard at these meetings which are open to the public, 

and my thanks goes to all those individuals who have taken the time to attend 

during the past year. 

The Toilets, Green, Recreational Ground & Highways Committee members 

routinely take in their stride a variety of items which take up so much 

committee time. Much of the work undertaken by this committee is largely 

unseen, but without which the village would notice a deterioration in our 

environment – managing the maintenance of the Memorial Pavilion, Play Area, 
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Recreation Ground, Bus Shelter, Public Toilets, Finger Posts, Lewes Road 

Allotments, The Green, and any other common land areas of the Parish, and the 

provision of Dog Waste Bins. The committee, together with volunteers from the 

community, erected the Christmas tree and lights. 

The routine work undertaken by the Finance and Governance Committee 

reviewing policies, regulations, finance and governance goes on unseen, but is 

important in ensuring that the Parish Council remains compliant. 

The Parish Council is duty bound to provide value for money and always 

examine proposals for expenditure carefully to ensure that they are necessary 

and represent the best value for the Parish. 

The Parish Council set its budget in January which increased this year by 8.4%, 

and forms part of the council tax that you pay. At a time of inflation, we were 

extremely conscious of the rise in the precept, and its impact on household 

budgets. 

This is my fourth report as Chairman of Horsted Keynes Parish Council and I 

pay tribute to the work and achievements of all the members of the Parish 

Council and our Clerk, Michaela Frost, all of whom have devoted many hours of 

their personal time to the service of the local community in the last year. 

I would also like to express the Parish Council’s thanks to our District 

Councillors, Mr Chris Hersey and Mrs Linda Stockwell, for their efforts on our 

behalf. 

David Colville, Chairman, Horsted Keynes Parish Council, 9th April 2019. 


