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Our consultant, Lindsay Frost, is still working on drafting policies and on sustainability 

appraisal of potential housing allocation sites for the Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood 

Development Plan and intends to report to the Parish Council again in the near future, 
probably in late October or early November. This involves collecting and collating 

information from many different sources. 

As part of that work, and in response to the concerns raised at the Extraordinary 

Parish Council meeting on May 23, he has met officers of West Sussex County Council 
Highways Department in the village to look again at highway issues at the various 

sites under consideration as potential allocations for housing development. 

Mr Frost has been in communication with Rydon (the housebuilders with an interest in 

the St Stephen’s site) , and informed them that WSCC officers strongly advised that 
they should carry out a formal pre-application consultation with them, so that a 

number of issues can be assessed and addressed, including: 

 the need for an extended parking survey on Hamsland; 

 the practicability of road widening on the opposite side of Hamsland to the 
proposed site access within highway land, and whether that could be 

achieved via a s.278 agreement under the Highways Act 1980; 

 a traffic and speed survey to assist in the design and specification for 
visibility displays; 

 the need to consider pedestrian/vehicular visibility on the pavement in the 
vicinity of the proposed site access; and 

 the ability of the surrounding road network to handle additional traffic 
generated by the proposed development. 

Rydon have stated that they have commissioned further surveys and a Transport 
Assessment (not a Transport Statement which is a simplified Transport Assessment) 

by their transport consultants RPS. This has included an Automatic Traffic Counters 
(ATC) speed survey (at the junction of Lewes Road and Hamsland) and a parking 

survey (two days from 0600-2100 each day) and gathering all the other information 
requested. 

Mr Frost understands from Rydon that a full Transport Assessment will be ready in 
the very near future. Rydon intend to use this as the basis of a formal pre-application 

consultation with WSCC Highways.  Rydon are keen to demonstrate that the site can 

be safely accessed and to have their proposals endorsed by WSCC Highways. Mr Frost 
does not have a timescale for a submission to, and response from, WSCC Highways. 

As we understand it, the Transport Assessment will test proposals for up to 30 
dwellings on the site. 

We await receipt of Rydon’s Traffic Assessment and outcome of their Pre-
application consultation with WSCC Highways. We will prepare the Horsted 

Keynes Neighbourhood Plan on the basis of the latest information available. 


