
FILE NOTE  

Meeting to discuss progress on the Mid Sussex District Council Site Allocations DPD and the 

Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood Development Plan (HKNDP)  

Date: Monday 21 October 2019 

Venue: MSDC offices, Oaklands, Haywards Heath  

Present: 

 Alma Howell, Alice Henstock (MSDC Planning ) Helen Blackwith (MSDC Housing ) 

 David Colville, Sarah Webster, Keith O’Regan  ( Horsted Keynes Parish Council ) 

 Lindsay Frost ( Planning consultant to HKPC ) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Introductions : All present introduced themselves 

 

2. MSDC Site Allocations DPD 

 All the draft plan documents are out to public consultation between 9 October and 20 

November, together with a draft Design Guide SPD.  The draft plan includes housing 

development allocations in Horsted Keynes at land south of the Old Police House, Birchgrove 

Road, Hamsland ( 25 dwellings) and at land south of St Stephen’s Church  (30 dwellings) in 

order to meet the housing requirement identified for the parish in policy DP6 of the adopted 

District Plan 

 Current government guidance is that neighbourhood plans should not duplicate allocations 

made, or being made, through Local Plans or other DPDs, and vice versa . Therefore, the 

relationship between the HKNDP and the MSDC Sites Allocations DPD will need to be 

carefully considered.   

 HKPC will need to consider its response to the draft Site Allocations DPD within the current 

consultation period. DC advised that this would be at the parish council meeting on  12 

November 

 MSDC will consider all views received on the draft Site Allocations DPD after November 20. 

Officers hope to report back to MSDC councillors in March /April 2020, at which stage they 

will consider whether any amendments are required to the draft documents , before the 

draft plan is published again for pre-submission consultation 

 

3. Concerns raised by landowners about the accuracy of DPD assessment /  AONB Unit 

assessment of Jeffries Farm site 

 The landowners at Jeffries Farm have raised concerns about the accuracy of site 

assessments. In response, MSDC officers have indicated that these concerns will be 

considered , alongside all other views received , as part of the current DPD consultation 

process 

  For its part, HKPC will review all the matters raised by the landowners before it proceeds 

further with the HKNDP. 



4. Draft updated evidence to support the Horsted Keynes NDP  

 LF has put together a document which seeks to summarise all the significant changes in the 

planning background in the parish since the HKNDP was originally submitted in November 

2017. The intention is that this document  will supplement the evidence base previously 

assembled  

 A working draft has been circulated to all present and comments are welcome , preferably 

by early November, so that the document can be finalised for formal consideration by HKPC , 

when it considers a revised draft plan  

 

5. Revised draft Horsted Keynes NDP  

Prior to the meeting, a working draft of a revised HK NDP was circulated for comments. LF 

would welcome any detailed comments on the working draft from those present .At the 

meeting, Alma Howell made a number of specific comments, which were noted for further 

action by LF. Discussion focused on three main areas:  

 

(a) Housing allocations 

 MSDC is happy to liaise on detailed policy requirements to deliver sustainable development 

of the sites concerned 

 

(b) Community-led housing 

 LF has drafted a possible policy following detailed discussions between HKPC, Action in 

Rural Sussex, and the emerging HK Community Land Trust. HB made a number of detailed 

comments and drew attention to a number of points to better align the policy with MSDC’s 

Affordable Housing SPD (July 2018). In particular she advised that a minimum of 30% 

affordable housing is required on all developments providing 11 or more dwellings and 

those which have a combined gross floor space of more than 1000m2, irrespective of the 

number of units. All sites above the thresholds, including community led ones, will need to 

meet MSDC’s tenure mix of 75% affordable rent/ 25% Shared ownership, which will need to 

be reflected in the Community Led Housing policy. The local connection criteria will only 

apply to first lets/sales unless the site is a Rural Exception Site or developed by a CLT when 

local connection criteria will apply in perpetuity, or if the site is in an AONB and is brought 

forward through a Neighbourhood Plan when priority will be given on re-letting to those 

with a local connection, to a designated 50% of homes in such developments.  LF will re-

draft and seek further comments 

 

(c) Sheltered and supported housing for older people  

 This has been identified as a significant housing need in the parish. Provision is currently 

focused at Westall House in Birchgrove Road. The facility has had to expand and adapt to a 

fast changing market for this type of accommodation and it was agreed that a planning 

policy in the HK NDP would be useful in addressing this issue. LF will draft a policy for 

consideration. 

   Alice Henstock to supply information to LF on “Housing Delivery Test” and the potential 

contribution of accommodation in residential institutions (Use class C2) to housing delivery.  

 

6. Revised sustainability appraisal for HK NDP  



 LF circulated a sample template of an updated sustainability appraisal framework for the 

planning policies in the neighbourhood plan, using the same assessment criteria as 

MSDC have used in their SPD. This was agreed as a basis for further work 

 Alma Howell will liaise with Andrew Marsh and advise further. 

 

7. Habitat Regulations Assessment  

 MSDC officers ( Jennifer Hollingum )  will need to re-visit the HRA when a revised draft 

plan and sustainability appraisal are ready for the HK NDP  

 

8. Ongoing liaison 

 It was agreed to maintain close liaison as both development plans progress 
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