
Agenda Item Number: 

Report to: Horsted Keynes Parish Council  

Meeting date:  14 January 2020  

Subject:  Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood Development Plan (NPD): update 

Report Author: Lindsay Frost - planning consultant to HKPC  

 

Recommendation: The Parish Council is asked to note the current position  

1. The Horsted Keynes Neighbourhood Development Plan (HKNDP) was originally submitted to 

Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) in November 2017. MSDC then carried out further 

statutory public consultation and appointed an Examiner to consider whether the plan met 

the “basic conditions” set out in the legislation. 

 

2. Initial consideration of the submitted HKNDP in June 2018 by the appointed Examiner, 

Andrew Ashcroft, raised a number of concerns. These concerns led the Examiner to 

conclude that the plan would be unlikely to meet the “basic conditions” and so could not be 

recommended to proceed to referendum. 

 

3. At a meeting in December 2018, the Parish Council decided to withdraw the submitted 

HKNDP and to carry out further work to address these concerns, with a view to amending 

the plan and formally re-submitting it to MSDC for further consultation, examination and a 

referendum. 

 

4. This further work has been proceeding since early 2019. It has involved:  

 

 Appointment of an independent planning consultant to review, update and assess 

the evidence base , realistic planning policy options and potential sites to meet 

development needs  

 Liaison and site meetings with the Parish Council , landowners and developers , 

local groups,  and officers from MSDC , WSCC Highways and the High Weald AONB 

Unit to gather further information 

 Re-drafting of key documents from the 2017 submission , in particular : 

(a) the draft HKNDP with a number of new and revised planning policies  

(b) Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

(c) Updated evidence base  

(d) Habitat Regulations Assessment (to be carried out by MSDC officers)  

 

5. The work has been more complex, and taken longer, than expected. This is for two main    

reasons:  firstly, because the planning policy background has been changing with a revised 

National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) and publication of , and public 

consultation on, MSDC’s Site Allocations Development Plan Document (October 2019) and, 



secondly, because of continued planning applications and appeals for speculative residential 

development proposals on sites in and around the village during 2019. 

 

6. The future planning of the village, particularly the amount and location of any new 

residential development, remains a subject of intense interest and controversy in the 

village. 

 

7. Good progress has been made on the drafting of the documents listed in paragraph 4 above 

and drafts are currently being discussed with MSDC officers to check various technical 

points and to ensure that adequate evidence has been assembled to support the revised 

draft plan’s policies. These are all still “works in progress”, with the text framed so that 

changes from the 2017 submitted HKNDP can be easily seen. Checking of these documents 

will then allow MSDC officers to commence its work on revising the Habitat Regulations 

Assessment.   

 

8. It is hoped that draft documents can then be brought to the Parish Council for consideration 

and “sign off” for a fresh round of public consultation under Regulation 14 of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Regulations. The earliest dates for Parish Council consideration would 

be Tuesday 11 February or Tuesday 10 March 2020. If agreed, public consultation would 

then  follow 1-2 months later , allowing for graphic presentational work to prepare final 

documents, publicity material and book venues for any public meetings or exhibitions, and 

then to give reasonable notice of arrangements to all interested parties  

 

9. The Regulations require publication of the plan for consultation, in both print and online, for 

a period of at least six weeks; appropriate local publicity (which can include circulation of 

summary information, public exhibitions or meetings) and formal notification of statutory 

consultees ( such as MSDC , WSCC, neighbouring parishes, the Environment Agency, Natural 

England, Historic England ) , so that anyone with an interest can make their views known to 

the parish council . All views would then need to be considered and, if necessary, further 

amendments made prior to formal re-submission to MSDC. At that stage, two other 

documents would also need to be revised, updated and submitted to MSDC: these are the 

Basic Conditions Statement and the Public Consultation Statement.   

 

10.  The revised plan is looking at a new planning policy to promote and protect biodiversity in 

the parish. This would greatly benefit from access to the most comprehensive and accurate 

information on wildlife habitats, and the plants and animals they contain, from the Sussex 

Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC). The SxBRC advise that they have a special arrangement 

to assist parish councils preparing neighbourhood plans at a flat rate charge of £100, for 

which they produce material along the lines of the demonstration report at: 

https://sxbrc.org.uk/downloads/SxBRC_Demo_Report.pdf. 

 

11.  The Parish Council have approved such expenditure (May 2019) and a report is being 

commissioned from SxBRC. 

        Lindsay Frost   6 January 2020  

https://sxbrc.org.uk/downloads/SxBRC_Demo_Report.pdf


 

 

 

 

 


