
HORSTED KEYNES NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
Update note for Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 9 July 2019 
 

 
 
This note outlines progress made since the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 23 
May at which the next steps on preparation of the Neighbourhood Development Plan were discussed.  
 

1. Discussions with Mid Sussex District Council and timing of their forthcoming Site 
Allocations Plan  

 
The MSDC Site Allocations Plan (which will identify “non-strategic development allocations” across 
the district, except in towns and parishes where sufficient provision has already been made in 
neighbourhood plans) has been delayed. It is now planned to take a draft document to MSDC's 
Scrutiny Committee on 3 September 2019. Documents will be in the public domain during the 
preceding week (w/c 26 August) and, if endorsed by MSDC councillors, a six week consultation 
period on the Site Allocations Plan will run from early October to mid-November  
 
If possible, MSDC would like us to avoid their consultation period, as there is concern that two 
consultations running together could confuse people. If we accord with this, it gives us two 
alternatives. We could go in advance of MSDC, which would mean publishing the revised NDP 
documents in mid-August or earlier, or alternatively, waiting until after mid-November. 
 

2. Progress on NDP work  
 
Since HKPC has formally withdrawn the previously submitted NDP, we need to make it clear that any 
revised plan is a new document which has carefully considered the examiners' comments and which 
has updated all the supporting documents and the evidence base on which the plan relies. It will need 
to "look different", so it isn't confused with the 2017 submission.  
 
The following documents are in the process of being revised and updated: 
 
* the NDP 
 
* Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report  
 
* Sustainability Appraisal  
 
       (a) the plan, vision and objectives, and policies 
 
       (b) potential housing development sites 
 
* New document to set out changes in the evidence base since the previous plan was submitted in 
2017 
 
* Habitat Regulations Assessment (MSDC will do this for us on the basis of the revised documents 
above) 
 
*Some other documents – The Basic Conditions Statement and the Public Consultation Statement – 
will also need to be revised and updated, but this can be done later at the Regulation 16 stage  
 
As part of this work, discussions are continuing with landowners and developers promoting sites in 
the parish to ensure that we have the fullest available information on their proposals and future 
intentions. This has included discussions with the promoters of the land behind St Stephen’s Church 
to consider the points raised by nearby residents at the May 23 meeting on traffic and parking issues, 
and discussions with Action in Rural Sussex on the possible addition of a planning policy to support 
community-led housing initiatives. 
 
This is a significant body of work and draft material will have to be: 



 
(a) discussed with key consultees such as MSDC Planning , High Weald AONB Unit and WSCC 

Highways 
 

(b) presented to , discussed and endorsed by HKPC as a basis for public consultation under 
regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations. ( Presumably , requiring another 
Parish Council meeting specifically for this purpose)  

 
Preparations will then need to be made for consultation, including publicity arrangements and any 
public consultation events to be arranged in the parish.  
 
The planning consultant, Lindsay Frost, advises that it will be very difficult to complete all this work in 
time for consultation to begin in mid-August and so to complete Regulation 14 consultation in advance 
of MSDC’s timescale for their Site Allocations Plan consultation. He advises a more realistic 
programme for the completion of the NDP work would be early to mid-September.    
 

3. Planning applications 
 
Since the May 23 meeting, planning applications continue to be submitted to, and considered by, 
MSDC. Two items are of particular note: 
 

(a) Planning application DM/19/0957 for the demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of 5 
detached dwellings at Jeffrey’s Farm, off Sugar Lane, Horsted Keynes  was refused by MSDC 
on 31 May 
  

(b) It is understood that a new planning application for residential development has been 
submitted on a land parcel to the rear of Peacocks, Church Lane, Horsted Keynes (The 
Sledging Field”) and is the process of being validated by MSDC ( a check to ensure that the 
application documents are complete)  , prior to formal registration and consultation . The 
implications for the planning appeal in respect of an earlier application (DM/17/4913) are not 
clear at this stage  
 

 
The Parish Council is asked to note the information in this update report and to consider their 
preferred position on consultation timescales for the NDP, bearing in mind the advice from 
MSDC and the work which remains to be done. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


