
HORSTED KEYNES 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

In January 2019, the Parish Council appointed a new consultant, Mr Frost to continue 

the work, together with Councillors Colville and Webster. Following the withdrawal of 

our Neighbourhood Plan (NDP) in December 2018, we have carried out a full update 

and review of the Plan. At an Extraordinary General Meeting held on June 30th 2020, 

Councillors endorsed the Neighbourhood Plan documents with some minor changes 

(minuted) as a basis for public consultation under Regulation 14 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012-17. At the July Council Meeting 

further minor typographical changes were also agreed and minuted. 

Specific guidance on public consultation during the current pandemic in connection 

with neighbourhood planning was published by Government on 13th May 2020. In 

summary, this latest guidance means: 

▪ An overriding need to avoid any action which may contribute to the spread of 

coronavirus. 

▪ A strong focus on online methods of consultation. 

▪ No longer a legal requirement to make hard copies of documents available for 

public inspection. 

▪ Exploring other “targeted methods” to try to reach people who do not have access 

to information online via computers or smartphones.   

The timing of consultation is complicated by the position on MSDC’s Site Allocations 

DPD. MSDC officers have advised that it would not be appropriate to have overlapping 

public consultation periods between the DPD (3rd August to 28th September 2020), 

and any neighbourhood plan in the district, as this risks causing confusion and leads 

to pressurised deadlines for the public and consultees in trying to respond to two 

separate documents at around the same time. 

To ensure as many stakeholders as possible can be involved and engaged in the 

process, the following consultation methods will be used. 

These arrangements exceed those required by the regulations and include: 

▪ Post the NDP and all supporting documents online on the HKPC web site and invite 

comment, preferably online. 

▪ Include extensive article on NDP consultation in “Parish and Parishioner” magazine 

and circulate to all residents and businesses in the parish and make copies 

available in local shop, pubs, social club, and churches. 

▪ Direct letter/e-mail to notify all interested parties who have previously expressed 

views on the draft NDP including those based outside the parish such as MSDC, 

WSCC, surrounding parishes, High Weald AONB Unit, Environment Agency, Historic 

England and Natural England. 

▪ Direct letter/e-mail to all statutory consultees. 



▪ Provide MSDC with electronic notification and access to documents via the HKPC 

web site. 

▪ Post information on the consultation arrangements on “HK Gossip” Facebook page, 

directing readers to the HKPC web site. 

▪ Provide material in electronic form to local clubs and societies and ask them to 

publicise it via their own channels, including online and social media. 

▪ Send out hard copies of NDP documents on request to a limited number of people 

who do not have access to computers or smartphones. 

▪ “Phone in” query or information number. 

▪ Posters on Parish Notice Board(s). 

▪ Extend consultation period beyond statutory minimum period (six weeks) to eight 

weeks. 

Our schedule for undertaking public consultation is: 

▪ Publish NDP Regulation 14 documents on HKPC web site on 5th October. 

▪ Neighbourhood Development Plan (with a number of new and revised 

planning policies). 

▪ Updated Evidence Base. 

▪ Site Assessment of “realistic development options”. 

▪ Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment). 

▪ Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Report. 

▪ Public consultation starts on 12th October and lasts until 7th December. 

▪ Publish Regulation 14 responses on 14th December. 

As our Clerk is working from home, all people who do not have access to a 

computer or smartphone should contact Cllr David Colville on 01825 791395 

(there is an answerphone) to make alternative arrangements for reviewing 

the NDP documents and submitting their responses. 

The NDP documents will be found on the HKPC web site by navigating Neighbourhood 

Plan ➔ Public Consultation (Reg 14). 

All email responses should be forwarded to hkparishcouncilnp@gmail.com 

and include the ‘name of the sender’, ‘name of organisation’ (if applicable) 

and ‘on behalf of’ (if applicable). 

As of 25th July, the private Facebook group “Horsted Keynes Gossip” has 836 

members and the HKPC web site Subscription Service has around 200 members. 

The Subscription Service emails alerts to all its subscribers when a change in 

information occurs - to register, email our Clerk 

(hkparishcouncilnp@gmail.com). 

Cllr David Colville Cllr Sarah Webster 
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