
 

HORSTED KEYNES NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

              

HAVE YOUR SAY ON PLANNING THE 

FUTURE OF THE PARISH 

   

Public consultation runs from 12 October - 7 December 2020 

 

 

The Parish Council have prepared a revised and updated draft Neighbourhood Plan (to replace the one withdrawn 

in late 2018) and are inviting comments on it between October 12 and December 7, 2020. 

The Plan covers the whole of the parish including not only the village of Horsted Keynes, but also the surrounding countryside 

and outlying settlements such as Birch Grove and Freshfield.  

It is important that local people take this chance to view the plan documents and have their say before we firm up the Plan 

and submit it to Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) to go through the more formal stages leading up to its final approval. 

The draft Plan represents many months of work by the Parish Council and a team of local volunteers, but there is still time for 

the local community to make comments and , if necessary , for further changes to be made. 

We are following the Government’s guidance for public consultation on neighbourhood plans during the COVD-19 pandemic. 

 

1. What’s in the draft Neighbourhood Plan? 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan sets out detailed planning policies to guide the future development of the parish up to 2031. It 

covers key issues like future housing development, business and employment, community facilities, recreation, and 

conservation of the local environment.  

Whilst the Plan has to be broadly in line with national and MSDC planning policies, it gives local people a chance to “set the 

rules” by producing the detailed policies by which planning applications in the parish will be decided. 



After extensive consultation with the local community, the following Vision and Objectives for the future of Horsted Keynes 

have been developed: 

 

 

OUR VISION 

‘In 2031 Horsted Keynes remains an attractive rural village, centred on the village green, and is a 

desirable place to live, work and visit.  

It has a thriving local economy and is able to sustain sufficient essential services and facilities to 

meet most local needs. Homes are available for all stages of life and circumstances and there is a 

strong sense of local community which contributes to low levels of crime. 

Development has taken place in a sustainable way, at a scale and form that preserves the 

distinctive rural character, landscape and community ethos.’ 

 

This Vision will be delivered through a Plan with these Objectives: 

1. Conserve and enhance the environment of the village in order to maintain its distinct rural identity, built heritage 

and outstanding landscape setting. 

2. Maintain and enhance existing, and establish new, local services and facilities. 

3. Meet Horsted Keynes’s local housing needs over the plan period with emphasis on housing that addresses the 

needs of younger people and families to help maintain the village age profile. 

4. Support local businesses and provide enhanced employment opportunities within the parish including home 

working. 

5. Reduce the negative impacts of traffic and roadside parking on the village and encourage safe walking and cycling. 

6. Minimise the adverse environmental effects of new development and support energy reduction and sustainable 

energy opportunities for the whole village, in order to mitigate, and adapt to, climate change.  

 



 

 

The Vision and Objectives, and the evidence we have gathered are the basis for the planning policies in the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan. We’d now like to hear your views on them. 

Here is a brief summary of the main policies in the draft Neighbourhood Plan: 

• On housing, MSDC’s planning policies require Horsted Keynes to provide at least 69 new dwellings up to 2031. Recent 

dwelling completions and outstanding planning permissions – together with the two development allocations proposed 

by MSDC on land south of Police House Field in Birch Grove Road (25 dwellings)* and land south of St. Stephen’s 

Church in Hamsland (30 dwellings)* – will be sufficient to meet this requirement . The size and mix of housing in larger 

developments should reflect local needs. 

[ * These allocations are proposed in MSDC’s Site Allocations Development Plan Document ] 

• The draft Neighbourhood Plan does not itself propose any further allocations of land for new housing, but has planning 

policies to support community-led housing initiatives to meet local needs, particularly rented homes for smaller 

households. 

• Planning policies seek to maintain the character and identity of Horsted Keynes through good quality design, which 

respects the village setting and the surrounding countryside, for all new development, infill and extensions. Detailed 

guidance covers the scale, height and form of buildings; plot widths and spacing; materials; innovative and sustainable 

design; and respecting the privacy and outlook of neighbouring properties. 

• Conserving local heritage, particularly the conservation areas in Horsted Keynes and Birch Grove, listed buildings and 

other heritage assets in the parish. 



• Safeguarding Local Green Spaces at the Village Green, the Recreation Ground and the Cricket Field. 

• Conserving and enhancing the nationally important landscape of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Beauty 

(AONB), which covers the entire parish, particularly those features which define its special character, such as 

ancient woodlands, historic route ways and field patterns, some of which are medieval in origin. 

• Protecting and improving important natural habitats and seeking opportunities to extend, enhance or restore 

them.  

• Promoting low carbon development and renewable energy and use of sustainable drainage systems, to help 

adapt to climate change and to reduce flood risk. 

• Controlling light pollution as far as possible, whilst recognising the need for public safety and security.  

 

• Supporting the expansion of existing local businesses, as long as this is sensitive to the local environment, and 

supporting investment in faster broadband and mobile telecom services for the village. 

• On transport, safeguarding existing off-street car parks, adequate parking provision in new development, and 

promoting better footway and cycleway links, so that people can get around the village more easily without needing to 

make a car trip. 

                      

 



 

2. Where can I see the draft Neighbourhood Plan documents and find out more? 

The following documents will be available to see online from around October 5: 

• The draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Draft Sustainability Appraisal (a legal requirement to demonstrate that the plan will deliver sustainable development), 

• Site Assessment of “realistic development options” for new housing. 

• An updated evidence base setting out changes in the background to the plan since 2016-17, such as new information 

and new national and district-wide planning policies 

• Habitat Regulations Assessment Scanning Report (prepared by MSDC and a legal requirement because of the parish’s 

proximity to protected areas in Ashdown Forest). 

We have followed the Government guidance on public consultation on Neighbourhood Plans during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This means that public consultation on the Plan will mostly be online, with all the relevant documents for you to see on the 

HKPC web site www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com by navigating Neighbourhood Plan ➔ Public Consultation. 

For those who don’t have access to a computer or smartphone, you can contact the Parish Council via 01825 791395 

(answerphone available) to make alternative arrangements for viewing and comment.  

With the need to avoid any public consultation arrangements which risk spreading COVID-19, we will unfortunately not be able 

to arrange any local exhibitions or public meetings on the Neighbourhood Plan in the village.  

However, we have taken extra steps to publicise the draft Plan locally and have also extended the consultation period from the 

normal six weeks to eight weeks. 

The Parish Council will aim to notify direct by e-mail all those who have previously made comments on the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan. It will also seek views direct from the local authorities (MSDC, and West Sussex County Council), 

adjoining parishes, the High Weald AONB Unit, and statutory bodies such as Historic England , the Environment Agency and 

Natural England. 

 

 

http://www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com/


3. How do I make comments on the draft Plan?  

We prefer comments by e-mail, if possible. All email responses should be forwarded to hkparishcouncilnp@gmail.com  and 

include the ‘name of the sender’, ‘name of organisation’ (if applicable) and ‘on behalf of’ (if applicable). 

You can also send comments by post, or drop off comments, to the Parish Council, Parish Council Office, Rear of Village Hall, 

The Green, Horsted Keynes, West Sussex RH17 7AP. 

The closing date for comments is Monday 7 December at 23:59 

 

4. What happens next? 

It is hoped that all views received will be posted online by mid-December. 

All views will be carefully considered, and changes can still be made before the Plan is formally submitted to Mid Sussex 

District Council (MSDC). 

We also have to prepare documents to show how we have consulted with local people and taken their views into account (The 

Public Consultation Statement) and to show how our plan relates to national and local planning policies (The Basic Conditions 

Statement) . The Plan will then go on for more formal stages involving further consultation, independent examination ( an 

examiner is appointed by MSDC) , and a local referendum, before it is finally approved. 

The Parish Council’s Subscription service alerts all its subscribers when a change in information occurs –to register e-mail the 

parish clerk at hkparishcouncilnp@gmail.com  

The Government’s recent white paper on reforming the planning system generally supports continued work on neighbourhood 

plans and is encouraging them as a way of helping to deliver better quality development. 

mailto:hkparishcouncilnp@gmail.com
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