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HORSTED KEYNES PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 Minutes of the 

Meeting of HORSTED KEYNES PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 9 February  2021 at 
7:30 pm held remotely via ZOOM 

 
 PRESENT: Cllrs  David Colville (Chairman)    
    Sarah Webster    Billy Dye  

   Jon Martin     Keith O’Regan 
    Mary Elston     Hilary Watson 

   Kevin Coulson    Chris Hersey 
    Rufus Clarke     Celia Forman  

     
 
 Also in attendance: Michaela Frost- Parish Clerk 
    Cllr L Stockwell MSDC 
    Lea, WSCC 
    12 Members of public. 
 
  
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 Paul Fairbairn spoke about the planning application for the field behind St Stephen’s 

Church and sought clarification that the Parish Council had sought an extension for 
feedback of comments. 

 
 The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council had sought an extension until 25th February 

2021. 
  
 APOLOGIES – Cllr P Brown. 
  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 Members are invited to make any declaration of personal or prejudicial interests that 

they may have in relation to items on the agenda and are reminded to make any 
declarations at any stage during the meeting if it then becomes apparent that this may 
be required when a particular item or issue is to be considered. 
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 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED  that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 January 2021  be taken 

as read, confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman with the 
amendment that Cllr Webster was not in attendance at the last meeting. 

 
 
 REPORTS 
 To receive a report from County Councillor: Not in attendance. 
 
 To receive a report from District Councillor  Councillor Stockwell was in attendance and 

updated the meeting about current issues at  the District Council including an update 
on the MSDC budget.  The support to leisure centres during the COVID-19 crisis meant 
there was a deficit.  A reserve of £500,000 had been created to support the leisure 
centres further when the lockdown ended.  There would be an increase of Council Tax 
of 2.9%.  Vaccinations were going well across the District.  Lastly Cllr Stockwell had 
been looking into possible grants available for the tennis club from MSDC and confirmed 
that due to current crisis funding would be difficult.    

 Cllr Brown was not in attendance, but sent the following report by email: 
At the last meeting of MSDC on 27th January, Council approved a recommendation to 
reduce the number of District Councillors from 54 to 48 as part of the electoral 
boundary review. This is likely to have a significant effect on the boundaries of rural 
wards in the AONB such as High Weald Ward. This is because the electorate in rural 
wards is not growing anything like as fast as the towns and category 3 settlements 
that are not in the AONB and if this is number is adopted by the Electoral Commission 
the elector/councillor ratio will increase from about 2050 currently to about 2700 
(based on year 2027 growth predictions - on which the warding will be based).  
There is a briefing session for Town and Parish Councils on Wednesday 10th 
February which I recommend you send representatives and attend. My understanding 
is that two or three representatives from all third-tier authorities can attend. Zoom 
details are below.  

 
 To receive a report from Parish Councillors: Cllr Watson reported that Waterbury Hill 

had been patched but queried whether the road towards the industrial estate would be 
similarly patched. 

 Cllr Wesbter was able to confirm that WSCC only had a reserve of budget to patch and 
it is in next year’s budget that WSCC will consider Waterbury Hill further. 

 The Chairman reported that there had been a meeting with the Tennis Club, himself, 
Cllr ORegan and the Clerk to discuss future projects at the club. A Trustees meeting 
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would be required to consider this further in early March.  Cllr O’ Regan confirmed that 
the Tennis Club were looking to have their lease extended beyond the yearly term,  The 
Tennis Club hoped to resurface the courts which would last for a further 15 years and it 
seemed sensible to renew the lease on a similar basis.  The Clerk would arrange a 
Trustees meeting. 

 The Chairman also reported that Cllr Webster and himself attended the “sledging field” 
appeal virtually and were active participants.  The outcome was awaited.  

 The Chairman would also be attending a virtual Electoral Boundary Review meeting. 
 The Chairman also reported that WSALC had reviewed the provision provided by 

SSALC and SSALC had ceased to exist and Parish Councils in the Surrey and Sussex 
area were being encouraged to join Hampshire Society.  This would be on the agenda 
at the next meeting for further discussion. 

 Lastly, the Parish Council had received a request to install a clothes bank in the car 
park by the Recreation Ground.  The car park was owned by MSDC and so the Clerk 
had informed the  person who had requested that they would need to contact MSDC for 
permission. 

 
    
 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Chairman provided an update and reported that there was a new page on the 
website with 2021 updates and reports.  The notes from the meeting with MSDC held 
at the end of December had been delayed but were now available on the website.   

Cllr Webster urged all Councillors to read all the Neighbourhood Plan documents in 
readiness for their EGM on 30 March.  

 
 TGR & H COMMITTEE 
 Cllr Dye, the Chairman provided an update.   
 The toilets were being maintained well.  There was an allotment available and the Clerk 

was currently working through the waiting list to ascertain the next allocation.   
 The kick board in the Recreation Ground had been taken down and the TGR Committee 

would be looking into replacing it.    The picnic table partly funded by the SWOOVE 
ladies was now in position in the play area.  Thanks to the Swoove Ladies for this 
funding. 

 The Horsted Keynes sign on the green needed some repair and this would be on the 
agenda for the next TGR meeting. 

 There were two fingerposts currently being refurbished and there would be a further 
update at the next TGR meeting. 

 The Parish Council had also been asked to re-consider the positioning of two wildflower 
beds on the Village Green.  Two locations had been recommended and plans had been 
preciously circulated. 
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 Over fifteen emails in support of the wildflower’s beds had been received and five emails 
of objection had been received. 

 Cllr Clarke commented that overall he supported the wildflower initative, but suggested 
that the Parish Council needed to be mindful of the views of those residents living on 
the Green who objected to the beds.   

 There was some debate about how much weight to give to the objections received from 
those people who lived on the Green which had been outnumbered by the emails of 
support for the wildflower beds. 

 Cllr Clarke suggested that weight should be given to those residents who live on the 
Green. 

 Cllr Martin commented that he supported the village verges but had concerns about the 
position of the beds on the Village Green.  He suggested the Village Green was 
becoming crowded. 

 Cllr Forman was mindful of Cllr Clarke’s comments, but commented that she thought 
the beds could be an asset to the Village.  Cllr Forman suggested we could try the beds 
for a year and then re-visit. 

 Cllr Dye was in support of the beds. 
 Cllr Coulson commented that he was surprised by the objections especially by Hillcrest 

as he considered the beds would enhance the area and did not consider the Green to 
be crowded. 

 Cllr Elston supported the wildflower initative around the village and on the verges but 
was not sure the Village Green was the right place for the beds. 

 Cllr Webster suggested it was unfair to place the beds on the Green if the people who 
live on the Green do not support them. 

 Cllr Watson supported the wildflower beds on the Green but wondered if the bed at 
Hillcrest could be moved slightly to the left. 

 Cllr Or Regan was in support of the wildflower initative but was concerned about the 
objections received from residents who lived  on the Green. 

 Cllr Hersey concurred with the principle of wildflower gardens but agreed with Rufus.  
He confirmed he had read all emails and did not think the Village Green was the correct 
location. 

 The Chairman read out a  passage from one of the emails received which suggested 
the beds would ruin the outlook of the Green.  

 At the Chairman’s discretion several residents who lived on the Green could speak at 
this point in the meeting.  

 Helena Griffiths also sought clarification on the number of emails in support that had 
been sent. 

 After further debate a proposal was made by Cllr Clarke: 
 Does the Parish Council support wildflowers on the Green?  (This was seconded by Cllr 

Hersey) 
 RESOLVED to not support wildflowers on the Green. 
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 (4 voted for wildflowers on the Green, 6 voted against wildflowers on the Green and 1 
abstained.)   

  
    FINANCE & GOVERNANCE 
  RESOLVED - to authorise schedule of payments and note receipts and year to date 

           expenditure (attached). 
  RESOLVED  - to agree the bank reconciliation (see previously circulated) 
 The Chairman updated the meeting that through the COVID-19 Support Fund (Small 

Business Rural Grant) the Parish Council had supported the school with 4 chrome 
books for home learning and hardship funds.  The F7G Committee had received a 
request from the preschool which they would need to consider and make 
recommendations s over £500. 
  RESOLVED  - To note the final precept figure circulated to MSDC. 

 
PLANNING 
Please see the Planning Minutes. 
 
GENERAL 
The Clerk updated the meeting about the acquisition of the phone box in the village which 
although would now lose the telephone equipment would become an asset of the Parish 
Council. 
It was noted that there were two EGM’s planned ( 23 February and 30 March) 
Cllr Clarke updated about mobile connectivity in the village.  The Clerk would need to contact 
local clerks to see if these local parishes also struggle with connectivity.  It was hoped a joint 
effort could be made and a joint letter than written to the local MP. 
 
 
C0MMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Brian Oliver thanked Cllrs Colville and Webster for attending the Appeal.   He also went on to  
report that the flooding issues in Church Lane had not been rectified despite reports to I love  
West Sussex and the Clerk also making reports. 
 
Paul Fairbairn spoke about the planning application for the field behind St Stephens and the  
conflict with the Neighbourhood Plan. 
The Chairman confirmed that the planning application needed to be considered on its own  
merit looking at planning regulations. 
Helena Griffiths commented on the planning application and the fact that if approved it cannot  
be appealed. 
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