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HORSTED KEYNES PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 Minutes of the 

Meeting of HORSTED KEYNES PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 9 March  2021 at 
7:30 pm held remotely via ZOOM 

 
 PRESENT: Cllrs  Sarah Webster    Billy Dye  

   Jon Martin     Mary Elston  
   Hilary Watson    Kevin Coulson 
   Chris Hersey 

    Rufus Clarke 
    Celia Forman       

    
 
 Also in attendance: Michaela Frost- Parish Clerk 
    Cllr L Stockwell MSDC 
    Cllr P Brown MSDC 
    12 Members of public. 
 
  
 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
 Cllr Colville and Cllr O’ Regan had given their apologies so it was necessary to appoint 

a Chair for the meeting. 
 Cllr Martin Proposed Cllr Webster and this was seconded by Cllr Hersey. 
 RESOLVED – Cllr Webster was appointed Chair for the meeting. 
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 Paul Fairbairn informed the meeting that he had noticed that the numbering and 

paragraphs had become scrambled in the response on the planning application at St 
Stephen’s Field from the Parish Council.  The Clerk was able to confirm that MSDC had 
now been sent a replacement document which should be now showing on the District 
Council’s website. 

  
 APOLOGIES – Cllr Colville and Cllr O’Regan. Cllr Lea also gave his apologies. 
  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 Members are invited to make any declaration of personal or prejudicial interests that 

they may have in relation to items on the agenda and are reminded to make any 

http://www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com/


 HK Parish Council 
www.horstedkeynesparishcouncil.com  

                          

Full Parish Council – Minutes 

Unconfirmed  

 

Chairman ……………………………………………………………………………………….  Date …………………………………………… 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Page 2 of 4                                                       HK Parish Council 

March  2021 

declarations at any stage during the meeting if it then becomes apparent that this may 
be required when a particular item or issue is to be considered. 

  
 Cllr Clarke declared a prejudicial interest in the planning application for Newman’s 

Rough and would ask Cllr Hersey to present this item. 
  
  
 MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED  that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9 February  2021  be 

taken as read, confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 Matters Arising – Cllr Forman sought an update on the mobile connectivity matter 

being led by Cllr Clarke.   
 The Clerk explained that she had  not had many responses yet from the Clerks she had 

written to.  Cllr Clarke would share a map with the Clerk showing mast positions which 
would help in focusing on the right local parishes near to Horsted Keynes to contact. 

 Cllr Forman also requested whether the re-purposing of the phone box could be 
discussed. 

 The Clerk explained that the telephone equipment needed to be removed still and 
perhaps it should be an item on the next agenda. Cllr Coulson indicated that some 
books and DVDs had already been placed in the phone box.  It was AGREED that this 
item would be on the next TGR Agenda in April. 

 
 REPORTS 
 To receive a report from County Councillor: Not in attendance. 
 
 To receive a report from District Councillor  Councillor Stockwell was in attendance and 

updated the meeting about current issues at  the District Council   
 Cllr Brown reported that he had not been able to access the zoom meeting for the EGM 

on 23 February 2021.  He couldn’t find the details on the PC website about how to join 
ZOOM meetings.  The Clerk explained that people must register to attend the meeting 
and then they are sent a meeting code.  She often advertised this in the P&P magazine 
but agreed that a message on the website and blog would be helpful. 

 
 To receive a report from Parish Councillors: Cllr Elston reported that there should not 

be any dogs coming into the Village Hall grounds on days when the preschool and post 
office is in place. 

 Cllr Clarke reported that Balcombe Lane was becoming very dangerous.  The sides of 
the lane were disappearing.   The road towards the railway station was also in a 
dangerous state.   
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 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Chair provided an update. The Parish Council noted the current financial position 
funding the work of the  Neighbourhood Plan and that Groundworks who had given 
the grant to the Parish Council had denied an extension of time for the grant period 
beyond 31 March 2021.  It was further noted that the Parish Council’s Consultant 
would invoice for the majority of the work identified in the pre-grant application by the 
end of March, but that it was anticipated that the Clerk would then need to return the 
grant monies related to printing costs only.  The Parish Council would then have to 
revisit funding at a later date. 

The estimated timeframe for the next steps were as follows: 

Consultation for 6 weeks from early May with final submission in w/c 5 July  Final 
report for examination in October with a decision on the examiner’s report hopefully in 
November 2021.  It was estimated that the referendum would be in January 2022 .  

RESOLVED to note the current financial position and note that the responses to the 
public consultation should be published on the Parish Council website next week  in 
readiness for the EGM on 30 March 2021. 

 
 TGR & H COMMITTEE 
 Cllr Dye, the Chairman provided an update.  The Committee was going to undertake a 

survey of the Pavilion to ascertain what maintenance jobs were required.  The TGR 
Committee were also currently looking at quotes to replace the kick board at the 
recreation ground.  The two fingerposts out for repair were near to finishing.  The TGR 
Cttee would then undertake an audit of the other posts in the village to see which was 
in need of repair.  The Horsted Keynes village sign on the green was in need of repair 
and would be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  The Clerk was still working through 
the waiting list for the allotments as some people had been difficult  to contact and 
contact details were out of date. 

 RESOLVED to delegate to the TGR& H Committee to consider and decide which quote 
to accept for the replacement of the kick board at the recreation ground. 

 
   
    FINANCE & GOVERNANCE 
  RESOLVED - to authorise schedule of payments and note receipts and year to date 

           expenditure (attached). 
  RESOLVED  - to agree the bank reconciliation (see previously circulated) 
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  RESOLVED – To delegate the final decision regarding the application for funding from 
the Preschool to the Finance & Governance Committee 

 
PLANNING 
Please see the Planning Minutes. 
 
GENERAL 
The Clerk advised that the current situation with membership of WSALC and NALC was still in 
discussion and many Parishes within the WSCC region were still undecided as to which body 
to subscribe to.  It had been proposed that towns and parishes within West Sussex join with 
Hampshire once SALC as disbanded, but many towns and parishes were against this idea as 
it would not provide a local service.  A recent proposal which had been agreed was   Mulberry 
& Co (a partner of SALC who provide internal auditing) provide direct support and assistance 
to Town and Parish Councils with their Governance function.  Trevor Leggo would remain in 
position and liaise with WSALC.  The Clerk advised the Parish Council to await further 
guidance before making a decision. 
 
The Parish Council also considered whether to hold an Annual Meeting this year.  One 
proposal was to concentrate on youth provision in the village.  The Annual Village Meeting 
should take place on 13 April 2021. 
 
The Parish Council noted that the deadline for the Census was 21 March 2021. 
 
C0MMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Tim Griffiths mentioned that the gritting lorries were discharging a great deal of grit around the  
triangle at Monteswood Lane which was then slipping into the stream.  The Clerk would speak.  
to the Highways Officer. 
 
Terry Higham sought clarification about what was to be discussed at  the EGM on 30 March  
and it was confirmed it was the responses to the consultation only and not site allocations. 
 
Paul Fairbairn mentioned that it was hoped Racing on the Green would take place this year  
and there were some thoughts in place about applying to close the road for the event.   
 
 
Meeting end 20:45 
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