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1. I have carried out my Internal Audit function in accordance with the Local Councils’
Governance and Accountability Guidance.  This has included making test checks on the
Council’s financial transactions and evaluating whether or not the Council’s system of
internal financial control is adequate for the purpose intended and effective.  It has also
included a review of how various risks facing the Council are being dealt with and an
evaluation of how the Council has met its responsibilities as a trustee. 

2. I would like to thank the Clerk/RFO, Michaela Frost, for the help and co-operation she
has given me during 2020/21.  We were unable to meet in the office due to the Covid-
19 situation.  I collected the physical paperwork and was able to complete my work at 
my home office with contact being made by email and telephone. 

3. I can report to the Council that the ten internal control objectives have been met in all
significant respects. 

4. The difficulties for both the Clerk and the Council of trying to continue normal
operations during the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020/21 should be recognised. 

5. During the course of my work, I noted some anomalies in the transactions for VAT.  I
identified input tax of £663.25 that had not been allocated, during the year, to the VAT 
account in order to be reclaimed from HMRC.  I agreed with the Clerk that she would 
seek the assistance of Rialtas Business Solutions Limited to make retrospective 
adjustments to the accounting records for 2020/21 so that the Receipts and Payments 
Account for the year ended 31st March 2021 would show the correct figures for 
expenditure net of VAT.  The VAT of £663.25 will now be reclaimed from HMRC in 
the financial year 2021/22. 

6. Apart from the matter described in 5 above, no other matters have arisen which I would
need to draw to the attention of the Members of the Council.


